2020
Weekly Speaker Series Schedule
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January

6 - Mollusks of Southwest Florida
14 - The Story of Ospreys
21 - Gatorama: Fast Hands or No Hands
28 - Living with Burrowing Owls

February

4 - Introduction to Wildlife Photography
10 - The World Turtle Crisis and its Local Effects
18 - The Story of Ospreys
25 - Wintering Shorebirds of Sanibel & Captiva

March

3 - Living with Burrowing Owls
10 - Global Shark Conservation
17 - Shy Wolf Sanctuary, Reconnecting People and
Wildlife through Education
24 - The Story of Ospreys
31 - Lizards of Sanibel & Captiva

April

The Clinic for the Rehabilitation of
Wildlife (CROW) is a teaching hospital
and a visitor center dedicated to saving
wildlife through state-of-the-art
veterinary care, research, education and
conservation medicine.
CROW’s Visitor Education Center is open
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Open Saturdays January through April.

2020

Speaker Series
January - April

CROW is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. Visit www.CROWClinic.org
for information about admisson, program
fees and special events. Learn how you
can support the mission through
membership, sponsorship and donations.

7 - Sea Turtles of Southwest Florida
14 - The Story of Ospreys

Admission:
Adult - $10
Age 13-17 - $5
Free for children 12 and under

To register, please contact

CROW’s Visitor Education Center
(239) 472-3644 ext. #229
reservations@crowclinic.org

Advanced Registration Recommended

CROW Visitor Education Center
3883 Sanibel Captiva Road
Sanibel, FL 33957
(239) 472-3644
www.crowclinic.org

Featuring topics on wildlife history,
species profiles and coexistence with nature
Proudly Presented by

Introduction to Wildlife Photography

The Story of Ospreys

Claudia Burns, Volunteer
for International Osprey Foundation
Ospreys are large brown and white raptors
who breed in Southwest Florida from
December through April and can be seen
diving for live fish in shallow waters throughout the area. Because they
build their nests right out in the open, their behavior is easy to observe,
but not always easy to understand. This program uses photos, videos and
recorded vocalizations to explain osprey behavior.

Dates: Jan. 14, Feb. 18, Mar. 24 and Apr. 14
Mollusks of
Southwest Florida

Leigh Gay, Education Coordinator
for the Bailey Matthews National Shell Museum
The National Shell Museum is the leading authority on Sanibel and
Captiva shells, and its team offers insights into many of the shells that
have played vital roles in history, culture, art and design. During this talk,
learn about the feeding strategies, reproduction, growth, and ecological
importance of Southwest Florida’s mollusk species.

Kim Patmore, Photographer and CROW Supporter
This program is designed for beginner aspiring photographers and will
conclude with an opportunity to photograph one of CROW’s Animal
Ambassadors. You will learn tips and hints about photography basics,
lighting, and composition to help you capture the best wildlife
photographs suitable for framing.

Chris Lechowicz, Director of Habitat Management &
Herpetologist for Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)
The southeastern region of the US has the second
highest diversity of turtle species in the world,
next to Southeast Asia. Increasing human
population mixed with popularity of turtles
for food, traditional medicine, and pets
has created a high demand for these
animals, especially in Asian markets. Several
continents, including North America, are
feeling the pressure on its native populations due
to illegal trafficking. This talk will discuss the problem
and suggest some ways you can help to minimize these issues.

Gatorama: Fast Hands or No Hands!

Wintering Shorebirds of Sanibel & Captiva

Date: Jan. 21

Audrey Albrecht, Shorebird Program Coordinator
for Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)

An in-depth look at the interesting
life histories of some of the
most commonly observed
shorebirds on the beaches
of Sanibel and Captiva.
Many species migrate
thousands of miles each way to
join us each winter. Learn about the
threats they face across their range, and how
the recent water quality crisis in Southwest Florida has affected these birds.

Living with Burrowing Owls

Date: Feb. 25

Cape Coral has the largest population of Burrowing
Owls (Athene cunicularia floridana) in Florida, with
an estimated 1000 nesting pairs and upwards of
2500 burrows within the city limits. While the
owls are quite tolerant of humans, their homes
are being threatened by development. Come
out to learn about their habitat and hunting
characteristics so you can cohabitate with this
remarkable species.

Global Shark Conservation

Beverly Saltonstall, Volunteer for Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife

Date: Jan. 28 & Mar. 3

- Live Animal Encounters at Program

Shy Wolf Sanctuary provides refuge
and rehabilitation to non-releasable
wild and captive-bred exotic canines,
including wolves and wolfdogs. Their
team works diligently to share the
message of preserving wolves in natural
ecosystems, respecting wild and captivebred exotics and encouraging coexistence
with wildlife.

The World Turtle Crisis and its Local Effects

Date: Feb. 10

Gatorama is a historic roadside tourist attraction and alligator farm in
Glades County, exhibiting the largest collection of large alligators and
crocodiles anywhere in the United States. During this presentation, owners
Patty and Allen Register will share their story of
Gatorama’s sustainable model for the
recovery of an endangered species and
provide live specimens for guests to
meet!

Theresa Schultz, Education
Coordinator for Shy Wolf Sanctuary

Date: Feb. 4

Date: Jan. 6
Patty and Allen Register, Owners of Gatorama

Shy Wolf Sanctuary: Reconnecting People
and Wildlife through Education

Date: Mar. 17
Lizards of Sanibel & Captiva

Chris Lechowicz, Director of Habitat Management &
Herpetologist for Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)
This lecture will focus on the lizard species, both native and nonnative, commonly found on Sanibel and Captiva Islands.
It will also be explained why exotic lizards
are more numerous than native species,
their introduction methods as well as
population control efforts.

Date: Mar. 31
Sea Turtles of Southwest Florida

Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Program Coordinator
for Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)
Sea turtle monitoring on Sanibel originated in the late 1950’s with Charles
Lebuff and Caretta Research, Inc., making it one of the longest running
monitoring programs in the country. This endeavor was transferred to the
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF) in 1992, and their team
of staff and volunteers now survey 18 miles of beach, from the Sanibel
lighthouse to Blind Pass, every morning from April through October.
This presentation will discuss the habits of Sanibel and
Captiva’s populations of sea turtles, including
SCCF’s current research efforts.

Date: Apr. 7

Ryan Orgera, CEO
for Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)
Between 63 and 273 million sharks are killed annually--mostly for their fins.
Sharks from Florida end up in Asian fin markets, and our local fisheries and
ecosystems depend on healthy shark populations. Ryan will explain the
major threats to sharks globally.

Date: Mar. 10

All Speaker Series programs begin at
4:15 pm in the CROW Visitor Education Center

